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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
This weekend's Michigan District Convention was a huge success. As one of 
the host clubs, Detroit No. 1 played a big part by managing Registration. 
Everything went smooth and a special thanks to the Registration Committee: 
Felecia Tyler, Kris Miranne, Pat Hampton, Jeanette Harris, Barbara Jean 
Johnson, Jerry Jones, Karen Walker, Kimme Reed, Sherrie Chrysler, Karen 
Walker, Thom Mann and Badriyyah Sabree. Kiwanians had great things to say 
about their weekend in the "D".  Dr. Carl Papa and Jeanette Harris pushed 
hard and Carl (Convention Committee chair) was relentless in stating that we 
had to be in Detroit for the 100th anniversary year. Marian and I did a 
workshop on the history of the No. 1 club and Jim Heymes also participated in 
sharing the club's history. The Convention had many informative workshops. 
 
Thank you Kiwanis Club No. 1, Detroit for allowing me to serve as your 
President for two consecutive years.  Your efforts leave been critical, 
especially during this 100th anniversary year. 
 
Let's stay involved in our signature project, Books for Kids. Joe Lentine, Sr. is 
heading up the relocation of the warehouse to a new location just about two 
blocks away from the DENCAP offices.  We will have some details from Joe 
soon on our next move and what is needed. The club's Board of Directors and 
Foundation Board will have to approve the new warehouse plan. All of our 
club members should make some time to participate in getting the new space 
ready for use. The Detroit No.1 club has 100 years of history and the respect of 
so many Kiwanians. Help take Books for Kids to a higher level.  

 

Eric, Your President 

 
 

http://www.kiwanis1.org/


 

 

August Birthdays 
 
Congratulations to our members with birthdays in 
August!  

  
 

 Lynn Kleiman 

 Joe Lentine 

 Frank Palazzolo 

 Jan Sjogren 

 Doreen Turk-White 

 Felecia Tyler 

 

CLUB MEETINGS 
 
We continue to introduce a wide variety of 
speakers who bring interesting perspectives to 
share. Barbara Jean Johnson has taken over the 
speaker bureau’s responsibilities in her role as 
Vice-President. Let her know if you have ideas of 
who might be a speaker of interest to club 
members and their guests.  As always, please 
contact Lucas to confirm your attendance so he can 
give the DAC an accurate head count: 
lucas@hacketbrass.com. Also, let Lucas know if you 
require a vegetarian meal, otherwise, we will 
assume you will be satisfied with what the DAC will 
be serving for lunch that day.  
 
August 4th: Hannah Heebner from the Methodist 
Children’s Home Society shared their organization’s 
history and good work.  As a fomer City Year 
member, Hannah was at the Dencap warehouse on 
several occassions helping with the books for kids 
project. We were delighted to welcome her back.  
 

 
Hannah Heebner speaking to the group 
 

 
Hannah, Eric and the Kiwanis bell – we will come running if 
someone rings it – always ready to serve. 
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Hannah and Jeanette Harris 

 
We were so pleased to have Bob Smith (age 92) 
and Charlie Sprau (age 94) attend today’s meeting. 
Charlie’s father joined Kiwanis in 1916 – that makes 
99 years of Sprau participation – has to be a 
record! Bob is certainly one of our elder statesmen 
as well.  
 

 
Such a distinguished group – Thom Mann, Bob Smith, Charlie 
Sprau, Joe Lentine, Sr. and Lucas Wright  
 
 

 
Bob and Joe 
 

 
Charlie and Thom 
 

August 18th: Sam Butler from Michigan Community 
Resources shared what was going on with various 
vacant property strategies throughout Detroit. 
Obviously a Detroit booster, Sam shared what he 
thought were the “good stories” of Detroit.  
 

 
Sam Butler 

 

 
Jeanette Harris and Jerry Jones 

 
We were also joined by members of Circle K 
including Steven McCarty, Michigan Circle K  
president.   



 

 

 

 
Steven addressing club members 
 

 
Karen Walker believes in early Kiwanis recruitment 

 

 
One of the best things about a club meeting – chatting and 
greeting friends 

 

Upcoming Speakers 
 
September 1st: Carter Bundy, Michigan Attorney 
General’s Office 
 
September 15th: Kelsey, Hubbell, Children’s Center 
 
October 6th: Installation of new club officers 
 
October 20th: Eric Kershcner, Macomb Center 
Theater 
 

REMINDER – 2015/2016 DUES 
 
By now you should have received your dues notice 
for 2015/2016. Our club must remit monies to 
Kiwanis International and the Michigan District 
based on the number of members on our roster as 
of October 1st. Please remit your dues to Greg Zink 
no later than September 20th.  

 
MORE CELEBRATiON OF KIWANIS HISTORY 
 
Donald A. Johnston, the first President of Detroit 
Kiwanis #1 (1915-1917) was honored at a 
celebration in Rutherford, Ontario. On August 20th, 
the Ridgetown Kiwanis Club hosted a BBQ that 
included the dedication of a commemorative 
marker honoring Don. 
 
International President John Button and First Lady 
Debbie were in attendance along with Donald A. 
Johnston III, Don’s grandson. Detroit Kiwanis Club 
#1 was well represented at this special occasion by: 
Thom Mann, Felecia Tyler, Marian O’Higgins, Eric 
Sabree, Badriyyah Sabree and Barbara Jean 
Johnson. 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
KIWANIS OUT AND ABOUT 
 
Kiwanis No 1 members were out in force during the 
month of August. Just some of our activities!  
 

Finding Kiwanis Markers in Michigan 

While on vacation, Jeremy Cnudde and family 
visited the Michigan Kiwanis Monument near 
Tawas and the Kiwanis Lumberman’s Monument in 
the Huron-Manistee National Forests. The forests 
comprise almost a million acres of public lands 
extending across the northern lower peninsula of 
Michigan.   

In the late 1800s logging was at its peak and these 
forests were quickly cut and cleared. In 1909, the 
Huron National Forest was established and the 
Manistee National Forest was formed in 1938. The 
one monument pictured here commemorates the 
group efforts of many of the Michigan Kiwanis 
Clubs who planted thousands of trees to reforest 
the area in the 1920s and 1930s.   

It turns out that our own club contributed to that 
re-forestation. A KRIER from the late 1920s talks 
about the club’s commitment to 400 acres – at 
$1.94 an acre! The money was being raised to 
purchase the trees.  
 

 
Jeremy and kids – future Kiwanians? 
 

Books for kids Goes International (Again) 
 
In early August, Jeanette Harris went on a mission 
trip to Costa Rica with the United Methodist 
Women. Included in her luggage were boxes of 
books from the books for kids project. Last year, 
Jeanette took books to Cuba as part of goodwill 
visit. She is certainly a great ambassador for Detroit 
Kiwanis #1, our signature service project and for 
championing literacy wherever she can! 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
Kiwanis Day at the Races 
 
Several Detroit # 1 members and their guests 
attended the annual fundraiser for the Michigan 
Kiwanis Foundation held at Hazel Park Racetrack. 
Our club donated almost 1/3 of the funds collected 
that go to support children’s hospitals in Michigan.  

 
 

 
Marian O’Higgins looking for that lucky horse 

 
Arise Detroit Neighborhood Day 
 
As part of the city-wide Neighborhood Day, our 
club donated 600 books for kids attending the 
event held at Dad Butler Park.   
 



 

 

 
 
Exactly where books need to be – in the hands of 
kids! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Words to live by – thanks Jeanette 
 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT CONVENTION 
 
Wow- was this ever one packed 98th Annual 
Michigan District Convention – both with Kiwanians 
(over 400 registered) and in workshops and events.  
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 (** Thanks to Jeanette, Marian, Marcia, Jerrold and Karen 

for sharing their photos from the convention). 

 
Detroit #1 staffed the registration desk – thanks to 
Pat Hampton, Jeanette Harris, Barbara Jean 
Johnson, Jerry Jones, Thom Mann, Kris Miranne 
Kimme Reed, Badriyyah Sabree, Felecia Tyler and 
Karen Walker -  all of whom worked multiple shifts 
from Thursday through Saturday late afternoon to 
be sure attendees were greeted and provided 
conference materials including where to find coffee 
and the restrooms! Extra kudos to Felecia who was 
there almost the entire time and Pat who showed 
up at 7 AM both days and Thursday afternoon as 
well.  

 
Pat and Felecia working the desk 
 

 
Kimme and that Kiwanis smile 
 

 
Eric, Felecia and Barbara Jean 
 

Dr. Carl Papa from Shorewood Kiwanis chaired the 
convention committee. Eric and Marian also served 
on the committee – they certainly made sure the 



 

 

convention was a success (and we thank Carl for 
really advocating that the event be in Detroit 
during our 100th year). Not only did Detroit #1 
participate on all levels, our Aktion Club provided 
entertainment (see the story later in this 
newsletter).  
 

 
Eric, Marian and Carl 
 

Eric and Marian convened a workshop on the 
history of Detroit #1 from its very beginning 
through the 1970s or so. We almost didn’t get 
Kiwanis launched as there were some fits and 
starts. But for the perseverance of those founding 
fathers, we might not have become the 
international organization we are today. Jim 
Heymes was in the audience and he shared some 
stories. Some of us appreciated his tales of how 
women were voted in as members (and almost 
weren’t!).  
 

 
Marian and Eric presenting at their session 

 
Our fellow Kiwanians packaged 35,000 meals on 
Friday for Kids Against Hunger. Lots of volunteers 
including Circle K and some younger volunteers. 
Never too soon to teach the importance of service.  
 

 
 

Delegates Kris Miranne, Marian O’Higgins and Eric 
Sabree were with the 200+ delegates voting to 
elect Linda Lawther our next Michigan District 
Governor and Dee Hudson as Michigan District 
Governor-Elect. We also passed several resolutions 
and new Michigan District bylaws. 



 

 

 
In addition to the delegate business, there were a 
wide variety of sessions to attend and two lunches. 
The first lunch on Friday, hosted by our club, had 
International President Sue Petrisin giving the 
keynote speech. She talked about her travels to 
Cambodia and the fact finding that occurred 
regarding ELMINATE efforts in that country to date. 
Lots of photos and stories were shared.  
 
 
 

 
Sue Petrisin gave the keynote at Friday’s luncheon (hosted by 
Detroit #1!) 
 

Sue presented Eric Sabree with a Centennial Zellar. 
This award is only given during Kiwanis’ centennial 
year and it is to honor service. Eric was the only 
individual to receive the award during the 
convention. We can’t think of anyone who 
deserves it more!  
 
 

 

 
Eric receiving the award fom Sue  
 
 

 
That’s OUR President! 
 
 



 

 

 
Beverly Wiggins admiring the award 
 

Pat Hampton purchased a Zellar in honor of her 
mom, Marion Smith Gill. Such a wonderful way to 
honor her mother’s memory. She was given the 
award by Sue Petrisin.  
 

  
Beverly with Pat and Eric with their marvelous awards 
 

Charlie Kadado was the guest speaker at Friday’s 
lunch. A very accomplished young man who has 
published books (for children and adults), was a 
report for Scholastic magazine and much more. He 
is in his early 20s and attends Wayne State 
University. He announced that he will be joining 
the Circle K Club at WSU – the one WE sponsor. 
 

 
Charlie addressing the luncheon guests 
 

 
Marian and fellow Kiwanians on the dessert cruise 
 

 
Jim with Charlotte Heymes and Gene Overholt 
 

 



 

 

 
Al from Cosmopolitan and Thom Mann 
 

 
Jeanette and Flor Penner at the Governor’s banquet 
 
 
 

 
Jeanette, Marian and friends having a good time 
 

 
Jerrold and Lynn 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Interclubs 
 
We had the opportunity for three interclubs during 
the convention at the Saturday lunch and evening 
banquet and at the Sunday Memorial breakfast. 
Thanks to all the members who were there at the 
various events.  
 

NEWSLETTER COMES IN FIRST!  
 
For the second year in a row, our 
club’s newsletter was awarded first 
place for clubs with 45 – 75 
members. We received the honor at 
at the Michigan District 
Convention’s  awards luncheon. As 
newsletter editor, I can’t even begin 

to take credit. Yes, I write the “copy” and chase 
folks down for information, but if it weren’t for 
Facebook and individuals including Eric, Jeanette, 
Marcia, Marian and others, my job would be a lot 
tougher. So we have one more 1st place ribbon to 
add to our trophy box thanks to great teamwork!  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Another newsletter note… 
 
During Eric’s and Marian’s workshop at the 
Michigan District Convention on the history of 
Detroit # 1, Eric passed around several KRIERs from 
the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s. At that time, the 
KRIER was published weekly (Kris shrieked at that – 
getting one done each month is a task as I’m sure 
former newsletter editors would agree). Here is a 
quote from May 4, 1926 that rings somewhat true 
today:  

Help Wanted 
 
The KRIER couldn’t hold all of the news items if our 
members would wake up and tell us the few things 
they know about the happenings among the 
members. Why don’t you do it, fellows? Are you 
lazy? Of course not -  just thoughtless. 
 
Say boys, when we spend close to a day a week 
accumulating and writing stutff for the KRIER, can’t 
you contribute a minute of two necessary to 
telephone an item of news or send in a little 
contribution by mail? 
 
Any time you find a joke or an inspirational 
paragraph in a paper or magazine that you think 
would precipiate a laugh or two or cause some of 
us to think better thoughts and do better, use the 
scissors and hand the clipping to us or mail it. 
 
If you are sick or any of you’re your folks are sick or 
if you know of any Kiwanian who is sick or is going 
out of town or if you are taking a trip yourself or if 
you hear of  anything about any member or the 
members of the family  of any member – anything 
that would seem to be of interest to the readers of 
the KRIER  tell us, phone us or use the mails.  
 
Now listen Kiwanians! The weather is getting nice, 
or at least it may possibly be nice, the days are 
getting longer, hard work is getting harder, the 
baseball season is almost in full bloom and we are 
hollering for help. We want you to assist in getting 
out the KRIER so we will have more time to play.  
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.enchantedlearning.com/s2gifs/sparkler.GIF&imgrefurl=http://www.enchantedlearning.com/phonetic/sp.shtml&h=180&w=108&tbnid=deHJsRrUCSmurM:&docid=eYW37uWi9-_dJM&ei=Xy7iVaT1HMz9-AHM5ICYBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CCEQMygAMABqFQoTCOSg4YCoz8cCFcw-PgodTDIAcw


 

 

Of course, the papers of today are so different than 
those of the past. Anyone who has looked at 
newspapers from this era knows that there were 
many  more personal narratives – people taking 
trips or returning from trips, someone hosting a 
family member, lots of articles on parties and other 
social occasions, etc. The KRIER from this time was 
chock-full of ads for businesses owned, managed or 
worked in by Kiwanians, jokes and other 
nonsensical “stuff” along with the news of the club. 
I’m not “hollering” but putting out the KRIER is a 
team effort so please use email, the phone or tell 
me in person at a club meeting about news you 
think should be included in the MONTHLY KRIER.  
 
Many thanks… 
 

   Kris 

 

MYSTERY OF THE LOST MOVIE 
 
In reading through KRIERs of years past, Eric 
discovered that Joseph Prance, founding member 
of Detroit #1, made a movie titled “Fountain of 
Youth”. Apparently, the film focused on service to 
children and the importance of youth. The KRIERs 
note that the movie was shown in many venues 
throughout the city and was very well received. 
Where is this movie now? A quick Google search 
does not turn up any reference.  Mr. Prance died 
on February, 1939 following an operation, leaving a 
widow and three daughters. Would they have 
inherited the film? Hmm… any historians among 
you up for a quest?  
 
 

      
 

AKTION CLUB NEWS 
 
We had an Interclub at the Aktion Club meeting on 
August 25th. Members attending included Pat 
DeCarlo, Jeanette Harris, Jerry Jones, Chris King, 
Lynn Kleiman and Jerrold Lee.  The main focus of 

the meeting was helping the Aktion Club prepare 
for their upcoming performance at the Michigan 
District Convention.  

 
On Friday, August 28th, the Detroit Helping-Out 
Aktion Club performed a dance routine following 
the General Session at the convention. The 
selection was choreographed and directed by 
Detroit #1 member, Chris King.  Not only did we 
see some great dance moves but were treated to a 
song “We are Kiwanis Now” led by Jerrold Lee. 
 
The performers got two standing ovations which 
they richly deserved. Thanks again to Pat DeCarlo, 
Jeanette Harris, Chris King, Lynn Kleiman and 
Jerrold Lee for their work with the Aktion Club to 
pull this all together.  
 

 
Lining up to peform 
 



 

 

 
Getting their dance moves on! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
And I will tell you...We did it!!!  By George, we did 
it!!! 
 

 
 

With a recent gift from the Metropolitan United 
Methodist Church and a donation from the Detroit 
No.1 Foundation, we met our Model club goal of 
$42,750.  This is great news!!! 23,750 lives have 
been protected through the generosity of Detroit 
No. 1 Members.   
 
Special thanks to you who pledged $750 and met 
your pledges. Your sacrifice and caring for the 
children of the world will never be forgotten.  
Thank you to those members who worked so hard 
on the Silent Auction for the 100th birthday event.  
Thank you to the winners of the 50-50 raffles who 
said, “Send the money to ELIMINATE.” 
 
Thank you for caring for the poorest of the poor in 
the most remote areas of the world. Thank you for 
remembering the words of the prophet Micah, 
“What is required of you? Do justice” We did. 
 

   Jeanette 

 

PS: India and Cambodia were just added to the list 
of countries that are now MNT free. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Divisional Picnic 

 

 
 
Save the date! We are having a Division 1 picnic 
and we hope to have members from all eight clubs 
there to have fun and share good food!  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Where:  Belle Isle  
When:  September 13th 
Time:  12 Noon ‘til? 
 
Everyone is invited – bring your family and friends 
along with your own burgers/hot dogs and a dish 
to pass. Contact Marian O’Higgins at 
marian.o@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions.  
 
Centennial Celebration 
 
Celebration honoring Dr. John and Debbie Button 
 
When: September 26, 2015 
             Cocktails @ 5:00 PM 
             Dinner @ 6:00 PM 
              
Where: University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus 
              120 Main St. East 
              Ridgetown, CA 
 
Tickets:  $60.00 
Contact: Gary Guyitt: 
 519-674-2805 
              Juniegus@sympatico.ca 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:marian.o@sbcglobal.net
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